
 

Archdiocese of 

Newark, NJ  

Cursillo Movement  
My Dear Fellow Cursillistas:        

       Some years back I had 
the distinct honor and 
privilege of serving as the 
Rector for the Menõs 171st 
Cursillo Weekend. I hold a 
special place in my heart 
for that grace -filled time in 
my life, looking back fondly 
on the many happy memo-
ries that putting together 
an event of that magnitude 
entails. For those of you 
who have also experienced 
serving in this capacity, I 
think you too know the 
unique joy associated with 
this undertaking. For those 
of you who will be future 
Rectors, I can honestly say 
that for all of the details 
that need tending to in this 
monumental endeavor, this 
will be a time that you 
cherish dearly. Facilitating 
the introduction of your 
Candidates to Jesus in 
what amounts to a com-
pletely new way is some-
thing that really canõt be 
described in words, itõs 
really a feeling that over-

takes you.  

       One of the unexpected 
joys that happen over the 
course of the Team forma-
tion process is the Team 
bonding that takes place. 
Those who have been Can-
didates that have not yet 
served on Team donõt yet 
know the abounding grace 

moments of the whole 
Team formation process. 
Personal agendas fall by 
the wayside and the Team 
gels into a single, cohesive 
group focused on knowing 
Christ as best we can and 
then sharing that with the 
Candidates over the course 

of the Weekend.  

       As I was personally 
experiencing this formation 
time during my time as 
Rector, I received an inspi-
rational note from a fellow 
teammate, Bob Weiland. 
Bob shared a story of en-
couragement in the form of 
a reading he had come 
across. I shared this read-
ing at a Cursillo Leaders 
Day recently. I received 
lots of positive feedback, 
so much so that Iõm com-
pelled to share it with all 

of you.  

       The reading has a 
leadership theme to it. 
Appropriately enough, fast 
forward a few years from 
the time I received this and 
lo and behold, there went 
Bob Weiland himself as a 
Rector leading a Cursillo 
Weekend last fall. You 
canõt keep a good man 

down.  

       The reading is called 
òYour Job Todayó by Ralph 

Marston 

 

Your Job Today        

       Your job today is to 
change the world, and to 
do it in your own special 

way. 

       Your job today is to 
move the world closer to 
the best it can be by push-
ing yourself to be the best 

you can be. 

       The world will be dif-
ferent at the end of the 
day because of the way 
you have lived. The world 
will change during this day 
because of the thoughts 
you have focused upon and 
the actions you have 

taken.  

       There is no one else 
who can do your job for 
you. There is no one else 
who can give to life the 
unique value that youõre 

able to give.  

       It is an awesome re-
sponsibility and a magnifi-
cent opportunity. For the 
more you give of yourself, 
the more life will resem-
ble the best vision you 
have for it. That is your 
job today, to give the best 
of what you have and to 
truly make life better for 
the effort. Do that job 
well and the rewards will 

be rich indeed.  
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Cursillistas Gather at Ultreya on May 21  
that help each of us to experience the 
loving embrace of Our Lord and Sav-

ior.  

       This most recent Ultreya was put 
on by the Cursillistas of Sacred Heart, 
Haworth, not by a specific Weekend 
group. Vinnie Shea served as modera-

tor while Gordon 
Roehrer led us in song. 
After our Group Reun-
ion, Vinnie introduced 
Pete òSantaó Fusco 
who gave the keynote 
witness talk. In listen-
ing to Peteõs heartfelt 
witness, one mystery 
was cleared up. The 
òSantaó moniker came 
about as a result of 

Peteõs 20+ years of volunteering to 
play a mid -summer Santa Claus for 
underprivileged and disadvantaged 
children, through a program sponsored 
by his employer. All present were 
moved by Peteõs story of conversion 
as well as the story of his dedication 

to his òSantaó ministry.  

       Jean-Francois Gueguen gave 
the lay person response to Peteõs 
witness, echoing the sentiments of 
all present. The spiritual response 
was delivered by recent Cursillista 
Tim Kennedy, who will be an or-
dained Deacon in our Archdiocese 
at this time next year. As always, 
there was time for informal sharing 
prior to our departure. A sincere 
òthank youó goes out to the good 
men of Sacred Heart, Haworth for 
stepping up to facilitate this gath-

ering.  

       Ultreyas run 7:30ñ 9:15 p.m., 
less than two hours, shorter than a 
movie or a ball game, but the spiri-
tual growth, bonding and camara-
derie benefits are timeless. Our 
next Ultreya is Friday, July 16 at 
the Casa. If you havenõt been to an 
Ultreya, why not consider joining 
us that evening for some Christian 
Community? We hope to see you 

there!  
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       The tradition of Ultreyas at the 

Casa continues.  

       Usually, the participants of a 
Cursillo Weekend receive an opportu-
nity to facilitate an Ultreya, typically 
within six months to a year a Week-
end. Besides giving a witness oppor-

tunity to the Weekend participants, 
the gathering also serves as another 
reunion for the Candidates and Team 
of that specific Weekend. If thereõs 
one thing weõve learned as part of 
making a Cursillo, that is our Cursil-
lista brothers and sisters offer one 
another the Christian Community 

Lay Director, contõd 

        I donõt know about you, but 
that makes me feel important, spe-
cial and unique. Like Godõs calling 
me to be the best person I can be. 
Like I should be extra -conscious of 
trying to be the best I can be. Like 
my presence in the world is making a 
difference and hopefully is making a 
positive difference. Like maybe if I 
can discern what it is I should be do-
ing, and actually go ahead and do 
that, in some ways I should be walk-
ing around with a great big blue rib-
bon on my chest, metaphorically any-

way.  

       Itõs a fairly simple concept, not 
difficult to comprehend. May I go so 
far as to say itõs refreshing in its sim-
plicity? I really like the last part 
about if we do our jobs well, we will 
be richly rewarded. Kind of a carrot 

and stick thing.  

       It actually brings to mind some-
thing I learned as a young boy, 
something to which Iõm certain Fr. 
Don Hummel can relate. That is, the 
Boy Scout Oath and the Boy Scout 

Law: 

       Scout Oath:  On my honor I will 
do my best to do my duty to God 
and my country. And to obey the 
Scout Law, to help other people at 
all times, to keep myself physically 
strong, mentally awake and morally 

straight.  

 

       Scout Law:  A scout is trustwor-
thy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courte-
ous, kind, obedient, cheerful, 

thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.  

       These, along with the Pledge of 
Allegiance, are the closest things to 
me to being prayers without being 

prayers. Or are they? 

       In any event, I think it helps for 
us sometimes to take a step back, 
reflect on what weõre about, what 
our mission is and how weõre accom-
plishing that mission. In some ways, 
this can be thought of as examination 

of conscience.  

       Hopefully our Cursillo experi-
ence has instilled in us the concept 
of dying to self and the concept that 
it is in giving that we receive. I know 
I feel immensely blessed to share my 
walk with the many leaders Iõve en-
countered on my journey. Please God 

keep sending them our way.  

Gordon Roehrer, Pete òSantaó Fusco, Vinnie Shea, 

Jean-Francois Gueguen, Tim Kennedy.  



       Over 150 attendees participated 
in our Annual Day of Renewal that 
took place on Saturday, April 17 at 
Corpus Christi parish in Hasbrouck 
Heights. Make note, though, not all 
were Cursillistas. And that was OK. 
The few in attendance who had not 
yet made Cursillo, on -hand by way of 
Cursillista friends who recommended 
they be there to get a whiff of Cur-
sillo, by lunch time expressed a sin-
cere desire to sign up for a future 

Cursillo Weekend.  

       The Day of Renewal is designed 
to bring Cursillistas together to, in 
some ways, experience the feeling of 
their original Cursillo weekend. Spir-
ited talks, live music, Group Reun-
ion, great food and engaging conver-
sation combined to foster an atmos-
phere of true Holy Spirit presence. 
Plenty of sharing was the order of 

the day.  

       Mike Kelly, the dayõs Music Min-
ister, lead the group in our opening 
song, òYou Are the Voice of the Liv-
ing Godó, also the theme for the day. 
Pat Carr, acting as Master of Ceremo-
nies, offered some brief remarks on 
the dayõs theme, also outlined the 
dayõs ac-
tivities. 
Prior to 
our Group 
Reunion 
sharing, 
Assistant 
Lay Direc-
tor Jean 
Kalemba 
lead us in 
prayer and 
introduced 
surprise 
musical 
talent 
Ellen Alger who set a beautiful tone 
by singing, playing her harp and shar-
ing about her ministry associated 
with her music. Listening to Ellen 
play and sing was like experiencing 
the angels themselves right in our 

midsts. Having never heard Ellen 
perform (this was a musical debut 
for her, of sorts), all agreed it was a 

profound moment.  

       After our group sharing, we 
headed to the chapel to listen to an 
inspired talk by past Lay Director 
Kathy Glowski, St. Anastasia, Tea-
neck. A finer presenter you would 
be hard to find. Kathy is a Cursillo 
gem. Immediately following, the 
group was treated to a presentation 
delivered by Harold Uche, Blessed 
Sacrament / St. Charles, Newark. 
Haroldõs confident delivery and en-
gaging message filled all with the 
Cursillo spirit, and was the perfect 

counter -point to Kathyõs talk.  

       The group then gathered in the 
cafeteria in table groups to discuss 
the talks and to complete the as-
signments of composing a prayer 
reflecting themes presented in the 
talks as well as forming òI Believeó 
statements and writing six -word 
autobiographies. Following a deli-
cious catered lunch, various table 
leader participants lined up to indi-
vidually deliver their assignments to 

the entire gathering.  

       Before heading back up to the 
chapel for the final talk given by 
Msgr. Paul Bochicchio, Holy Family, 
Nutley, Pat Carr led the group in a 
rousing rendition of òThis Little 

Light of Mineó.  

       Msgr. Paulõs presentation did a 
beautiful job of challenging us to 
dig deeper in evaluating how we 
incorporate the Cursillo message 
into the fabric of our daily lives. 
He offered us food for thought as 
to how we should take what weõve 
received through Cursillo and grow 
that within the context of each of 

our lives.  

       The day concluded with a Mass 
celebrated by Msgr. Paul. Corpus 
Christiõs own Anthony Liguori 
served as the Music Minister for the 
Mass. All in attendance agreed that 
the day presented an opportunity 
for personal spiritual growth. Huge 
kudos to the many volunteers who 
jumped in to make this day such a 
rousing success, including our pre-
senters, musicians, set-up, clean 
up and break-down crew, the Cor-
pus Christi volunteers, the food 

donators, all those who helped 
with the food and the myriad of 
other details that needed tending 
to for a smooth -running day. Too 
many names to mention ð you know 
who you are. If you werenõt able to 
attend this event, next yearõs Day 
of Renewal promises to be equally 
uplifting. We hope to see you 

there!  
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Cursillistas Renewed Once Again  

Ellen Alger on the harp.  

Presenters Harold Uche and former 

Lay Director Kathy Glowski.  

Msgr. Paul Bochicchio  



Fr. Tom Lipnicki, our Spiritual Director 
       Best-selling author Bruce Feiler 
found himself facing his own mortality 
when he was diagnosed with a malig-
nant tumor. He reflected on his being 
43 years old, the father of twin three -
year-old girls and the possibility of not 
seeing his daughters grow up. Recog-
nizing that his wife was a wonderful 
mom, he knew, nonetheless, that his 
daughters still needed their dad. Thus 
was born the idea behind his latest 
book, The Council of Dads. He asked 
six of his male friends: òWill you help 

be their dad?ó 

       Six men to take the place of one. 
How many people would it take to 
replace you? Think of the many roles 
each one of us plays in life, not just 
the one-word description of us: hus-
band, wife, father, mother, teacher, 
priest, student, police officer, but the 
many component parts of what make 

us who and what we are.  

       Jesus asked his disciples who 
the people said he was. ôSome say 
John the Baptizer, some say Elijah 
or one of the prophets.õ But when 
he pressed the disciples for their 
own answer, they said ôyou are the 
Christ.õ Of course, Jesus baptized, 
Jesus was prophetic, but these de-
scriptions did not fully state who 
Jesus was and is. We can say he is 
teacher and Lord, that he is a mira-
cle worker and dynamic preacher, 
we can say he is a consoler and sen-
sitive listener, that he is Son of God 
and the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, that he is the face 
of God and the Word made Flesh. 

We just cannot say enough about 
him and who he is for us and every-
one else. No Council of any number 

of members can replace Jesus. 

       How comforting it is for us to 
know that Jesus will never leave us. 

No thing and no one can remove him 
from our lives. Thereõs an old poster 
that says people come into our lives 
and affect us and we are never, 
ever the same. Conversely, the im-
pact we make on the lives of others 
results in their never, ever being 
the same.  It may be cliché, but we 
may be the only Jesus someone ever 
meets. Thatõs a big responsibility 

and a wonderful grace ð to be Jesus. 

       Thatõs what living our Cursillo 
Fourth Day empowers us to do. If 
our Cursillo enthusiasm has been 
waning lately, become part of a 
Fourth Day Group, attend an Ul-
treya , come to a Closing or an 
Opening. Jesus is counting on you 
and thereõs someone in your life 
who is counting on you to be Jesus. 
For if you and I live up to what it is 
to be a Cursillista, that powerful 
one-word is all that we will ever 

need to describe who we are.  
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 The Gifts of the Spirit                                                       

       As Catholics, there are certain 
teachings that have become quite fa-
miliar to us as we have heard and 
read them many times. Often, though, 
we confuse familiarity with under-
standing, although one does not have 
much to do with the other. Yet, if we 
pay attention, we may see these 
teachings come alive through our in-
teractions with others and we can 
grow in understanding as a result. For 
example, consider the beautiful 
teachings on the Spirit given to us by 
St. Paul. Then, recall the last Cursillo 
event that you attended. For me, it 

was the Day of Renewal.  

       There are different kinds of 
spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 
there are different forms of service 
but the same Lord; there are differ-
ent workings but the same God who 

produces all of them in everyone.    

       The date was determined and the 
work began. A theme was chosen, a 
schedule hammered out, volunteers 
sought, committees formed, jobs as-
signed, talks written, tables set up, 

and food set out.  

       To each individual the manifes-
tation of the Spirit is given for some 
benefit. To one is given through the 
Spirit the expression of wisdom; to 
another the expression of knowl-
edge according to the same Spirit; to 
another faith by the same Spirit; to 
another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to 
another prophecy; to another dis-

cernment of spirits;  

       Awe-inspiring stories were 
shared, and the wisdom gleaned from 
experiences of love and struggle and 
faith enriched and inspired each of us.  

Small groups had discussions and 
then shared the fruits of those dis-

cussions in community.  

       to another varieties of 
tongues; to another interpretation 

of tongues.  

       Music, laughter, and tears tran-
scend language and were present in 
abundance. Music as ministry was 

explored and spirits were uplifted.  

       But one and the same Spirit 
produces all of these, distributing 
them individually to each person 
as he wishesé Love is patient, love 

is kindé 

       And at the end? Love cleaned it 

all up.  

        DeColores! 

By Teri Carr  



 

Page 5   

Christó at the Closing ceremony: 
Kenuel Saintyl, Jorge Ochoa, David 
Max Gomes, David Wreck, Justin 
Wilson, Joseph Murray, Arnold 
Liloia, John J. Ryan, Jr., David 
Gotha, Michael A. Kirwan, Timothy 
A. Kennedy, Thomas A. Tobin, John 
F. OõConnell, Jr and Joseph Bat-
tiato. Special congratulations go out 
to these dedi-
cated and trust-
ing Candidates. 
Without them 
there would be 
no Cursillo Week-
ends. Many 
thanks to their 

Sponsors as well.  

       Rector Ron 
recruited a top -
notch Team, in-
cluding: Michael Giuliano, Ideals, 
Lou Costello, Laity, Warden Rick 
Buff presented the Piety talk, An-
drew Uche, Study, Horace Camp-
bell, Action, Steve Uber, Leaders, 
George Steisel, Environments and 
Steve Taylor, Christian Life. Ron 
Green and Jim Clough served as Per-

sonal Contacts.  

       The ever-ready Service Team 
was Co-Chaired by John Ventola and 
Carmen Distano. Hap Moran served 
as Ronõs Support Rector, heading up 
the Support Team. Msgr. Paul Bo-
chicchio celebrated the Sponsorõs 

Mass.  

       A sincere òthank youó goes out 
to the many who worked so hard 
seeing that this Weekend was the 

best it could possibly be.  

Our local Cursillo movement extends 
sincere congratulations to the Men of 
the 178th Cursillo Weekend! Fourteen 
freshly minted Candidates now look 
at life with a whole new spiritual 

perspective.  

       Headed up by Ron Pepson as 
Rector and Rick Buff as Warden, this 

Weekend took flight at the Casa in 
Kearny on Thursday, April 8 and con-
cluded on Sunday, April 11. Spiritual 
Directors included Fr. John Gordon, 
Fr. Don Hummel and Deacon John 
Wedemeyer. Jim Garabo served as 
Music Minister. The theme for the 
Weekend: òSee, I will not forget you. 
I have carved you in the palm of my 

hand.ó  

       In response to the directive 
òChrist is counting on youó the fol-
lowing Candidates from that Week-
end exclaimed òAnd I am counting on 

   

Menõs 178th Weekend, April 8ñ11, 2010  

       At the Day of Renewal at Corpus 
Christi, Hasbrouck Heights, just one 
week after the conclusion of this 
Menõs Weekend, Kenuel Saintyl, Sa-
cred Heart, Newark, was heard to 
exclaim. òOur Weekend was THE 
BEST ð I canõt imagine there has ever 
been one thatõs been any better!ó 
Little did he realize that all Cursillis-

tas feel that exact same way about 
the Weekend they made their Cur-

sillo!  

Fr. Don Hummel and Fr. John 

Gordon at the mike.  

A new candidate expresses his opin-

ion of the weekend.  



What Happens at Leaders Day Training Seminar?          
The semi-annual Leaders Day Train-
ing Seminar was held on Saturday 
morning, June 5 at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help in Oakland. The 
Womenõs and Menõs fall, 2010 teams 
gathered to listen to presentations 
that helped them to learn about the 
general flow of the weekend and to 
get tips and pointers on being more 

effective Team members.  

       Lay Director Pat Carr spoke first, 
introducing the fall 2010 Team Rec-

tors and Angel / Warden: Rector 
Vicky McKoy and her Angel Trish 
Ferrara and Rector Tony Seymour and 
his Warden Donovan Green. Some 
points covered in his presentation 
included the role of the team mem-
ber, a history of the movement and a 

strategy in recruiting candidates.  

       The Secretariatõs Treasurer, Bill 
Dougherty, then spoke briefly to the 
teams about the best ways for them 

to approach accounting for the funds 
that need to be collected to cover the 

expenses of the Weekend. 

       Our Spiritual Advisor Fr. Thomas 
Lipnicki gave the keynote address, 
detailing the thrust of each of the 
three days and addressing each of the 
talks that are presented over the 
course of the Weekend. At the time of 
this gathering, both Teams are past 
the initial phase of their formation 
and each team member has received 

the talk they will be giving. Fr. 
Tomõs presentation, as always, 
helped the team members get a 
clearer picture of how each of the 
individual talks should be ap-

proached.  

       The gathering concluded with a 
question and answer period, an-
other valuable learning tool for the 

Team members.  

       This seminar is one example of 
the many steps required in the 
mounting of a Cursillo Weekend in 
the Archdiocese of Newark. Many 
Cursillistas go above and beyond the 
call of duty to ensure these Week-
ends are the best they can be. Their 
generosity is a blessing to our com-
munity. A sincere òthank youó goes 
out to all of the volunteers who are 
willing to act so selflessly so that 
others may experience a meaningful 

encounter with Christ.   
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Get Set for Cursilloõs Annual Fall Social/Fundraiser 
    While summer has barely begun, 
itõs never too early to get a date 
marked on our calendarõs ð especially 
when itõs to òsave the dateó for a 

rockinõ good time! 

       Our Annual Social / Fundraiser 
will once again be taking place at St. 
Anastasia parish in Teaneck on Friday 
night, October 1 starting at 7:00 p.m. 
This is the one party you do not want 
to miss! A great catered dinner is 

served, thereõs plenty of music and 
dancing too ð itõs a night to kick back 
and let it all hang out with over 100 
of your closest Cursillo friends. Those 
of you who were able to make it last 
year remember what a great time we 
all had. And to those who werenõt 
able to be there last year, hopefully 
your plans will include joining us this 

time around. It is worth the trip!  

       There will be emailed notices 

coming as reminders in late sum-
mer / early fall, asking that you sign 
up early and mail in the money for 
your tickets. One again ð that òeasy 
to rememberó date: Friday, October 

1.  

       The more the merrier!  

Preparing for the fall Menõs Weekend is the Team headed by Tony Seymour 

as Rector, third from right and Donovan Green as Warden, third from left.  

The Womenõs Weekend Team in the fall of 2010 will be lead by Rector Vicki 

McKoy, third from left with Angel Trisha Ferrara, second from right in rear.  




